A case of fatal methyl bromide poisoning.
A case of preventable fatality and a nearly greater disaster as a result of methyl bromide fumigation of a restaurant is presented. Methyl bromide is a nearly odorless, volatile hydrocarbon used as a fumigant in the food industry. As a result of this episode, recommendations are made for worker and community notification of the hazards involved whenever fumigation takes place. Addition of a mucosal irritant or olfactory stimulant is recommended to provide warning for methyl bromide exposure.